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Southeast Conference Annual Meeting, June 10-12, Celebrates Transitions, 
Changes and Invites Us to be a People of Vision! 

As one of our pastors drove up the driveway to Church of the Savior UCC, Knoxville, 
for the Annual Meeting of the Southeast Conference, she saw the food tent set out on 
the lawn and exclaimed, "Oh boy, a family picnic!" From Thursday, June 10th through 
Saturday the 12 , the Southeast Conference gathered from across our five and a half 
state region to eat, share warm fellowship, welcome new friends, worship, and reflect 
on our future in this time of dramatic change. 




The kickoff of the event was the TAP Commencement Thursday evening, where 65 
people gathered for a banquet, worship and a celebration of the graduation of Gwen 
Thomas from the TAP program. Preaching for the commencement worship service 
was Dr. Valerie Bridgeman, Associate Professor of Homiletics at Lancaster Theological 
Seminary, and perhaps more importantly, the sister of Gwen Thomas. 
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Oklahoma City church continues 
legacy of dedicated member 
Stephanie Telleen chose to 
remember Mayflower 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ in her will when she 
passed away, leaving her 
half-million dollar estate to the 
church. Now the Oklahoma City 
church will use that estate to 
remember Telleen for her 
selflessness and generosity by 
funding two missions close to 
her heart. 




PROGRESSIVE 
RENEWAL 



At the opening of the TAP Convocation on Friday morning, Dr. Bridgeman invited us to 
reflect on what it means to be a resurrection people within our communities. She 
suggested to us that we are at our best children of the Still Speaking God, and called 
us into conversations across generations where we can say to one another, "I'll teach 
you new technologies if you teach me old philosophy." She called on us to reflect at all 
times on the question, "What does the church do about the brokenhearted?" The 
convocation continued that afternoon with a presentation by Dr. Jo Hudson, Senior 
Pastor of the Cathedral of Hope in Dallas, Texas, the third largest church in the United 
Church of Christ. She spoke of churches as too often entering change the way cats 
respond to being lowered into water: we do not welcome it and we do not seek it. 
However, she continued, change is inevitable, and we are called to reflect on just 
where God is in the changes around us. She noted that strangers bring gifts into our 
congregation as well as change, and we are a people whose faith calls us to welcome 




the stranger and the 
changes they bring with 
therm. 

The Annual Meeting itself 
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opened with the traditional 
worship service on Friday 
evening that was 
distinguished by liturgy 
written by the recent UCC 

History and Polity class, a dynamic sermon by Dr. Jo Hudson, and music provided by 
the choir and soloists from Church of the Savior. Organized around the theme; 
"Behold! I do a new thing!," we celebrated through the liturgy our dynamic new church 
starts, the growing numbers of churches that are seeking affiliation with us across the 
South, and the prophetic work of women of the Church of the Savior UCC, Knoxville to 
oppose mountain top removal. 

Saturday morning we began with our traditional memorial service where 
representatives of all of our 
churches are invited forward 
to read names of members 
who have died over the 
course of the year. Often 
called one of the most 
moving parts of our 
gathering, the service 
acknowledges that the 
ministries in which we are 
engaged are ministries that 
have been bequeathed to us by our forbearers. 

During our business meeting, several themes were lifted up. We recognized our 
Covenant Keepers, those churches that gave 10% or more of their operating budget to 
OCWM (our Church's Wider Mission) Basic Support. Of the nine Covenant Keeper 
churches, seven are new church starts or newly affiliated churches. Treasurer Paul 
Hiltman noted that we are closing the deficit gradually year by year, and in 2009, it was 
the smallest it has been in several years. We took time 
during the meeting to recognize the extraordinary work 
that Cameron Trimble has accomplished during her five 
years on the staff as Associate Conference Minister for 
Church Development. Tim Downs noted that Cameron 
is a minister of prodigious gifts, and that she has 
effectively developed a new model of new church 
development for the entire denomination. We are proud 
to be a key part of generating the Center for 
Progressive Renewal, of which she is the Executive 
Director, and which will be a new partner in our own ministries. 

Ginny Nixon of Pleasant Hill Community UCC, TN, was elected Moderator, and Jim 
Crabb of Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta as Vice Moderator. Newly elected to 
the Board are: Gwen Thomas of Victory UCC, Stone Mountain; Glen Jared of Holy 
Trinity Community UCC, Nashville:, Blair Bonds of Central Congregational UCC, 
Atlanta; and Susan Dunn of Circular Congregational UCC, Charleston, SC. Elected as 
new General Synod delegates are Suzanne Washburn of Sandy Creek UCC, 
Lafayette, AL; Jennifer Spears of Garden of Grace UCC, Columbia SC; and Christophe 
Ringer of Howard Congregational UCC, Nashville. For further information about the 
Annual Meeting, you can see the Annual Report on the website. There will soon be 
video highlights of our time together posted on the web site. 
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2010 TAP Graduate is in a 'Class of Her Own' 

It was somewhat unusual this year, but we had only one 
individual who graduated from the Theology Among the 
People (TAP) Program at the Southeast Conference 
Annual Meeting in Knoxville, TN. Gwen Thomas, who 
started with the TAP group at Victory UCC in Stone 
Mountain, GA six years ago, completed TAP via distance 
learning, following a hiatus from the program due to work 
and other obligations. Gwen, however, demonstrates how 
TAP remains a way in which we equip the saints for the 
work of ministry in the Southeast Conference, and both 
discover and nurture leadership in local, conference, and 
national settings of the United Church of Christ. 
» Click Here to Read About Our Most Recent Graduate 
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Delayed but Not Denied 

» Read More from Gwen Thomas in Her Own Words 
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